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Galt Gardens will be alight with candles
For the second time, Lethbridge joins cities across Canada on October 4

LETHBRIDGE – Daleen Kay Bosse (Muskego) was a 27 year old university student and mother from the Onion Lake First Nation in Saskatchewan.  She was missing until August 8, 2008, when her remains were found.  Daleen is one of the many stolen sisters across Canada – young aboriginal women who are at least five times more likely than all other women to die because of violence.
On October 4th, 2008, the Amnesty International Lethbridge Action Circle will join with the Aboriginal Council of Lethbridge in holding the Sisters in Spirit Vigil. The purpose of this vigil is to remember and raise awareness about our missing and murdered aboriginal women with the goal of one day, ending the violence against all women.
Amnesty International believes thousands of lives are at risk.  The extremely high level of violence faced by aboriginal women in Canada is a serious human rights issue that demands attention.  Racism and discrimination are critical factors in this violence.  This racism and discrimination fuel violent attacks targeted against aboriginal women because of whom they are.  Impoverishment and marginalization have pushed many aboriginal women into environments and situations where the risk of violence is especially great.  
Daleen Kay Bosse, Sonia Cywink, Maxine Wapass, Helen Betty Osborne, Shirley Lonethunder, Pamela Jean George, Janet Henry, Sarah de Vries, Cynthia Louise Sanderson, Felicia Velvet Solomon, Tiffany Morrison, Amber Redman and Moira Louise Erb are the aboriginal women whose stories are documented in Amnesty International's Stolen Sisters report.

Among the many recommendations in the Stolen Sisters report, Amnesty International is asking for the seriousness of this problem to be recognized by all levels of government.  It is calling for funding for research into patterns of violence against aboriginal women and for long term, sustained funding for the provision of culturally appropriate services for aboriginal women.  It is recommending that police work with aboriginal women's organizations to implement effective protocols and standards for response in missing persons cases and for training on issues of cultural sensitivity and gender-based violence.  It calls for the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples to be fully implemented to address the poverty and marginalization of aboriginal women.
Three years later, a Federal/Provincial/Territorial Working Group on Missing Women is limiting its focus to serial killers who target women living "high risk lifestyles".  Aboriginal women who have gone missing or been murdered are not all involved in "high risk lifestyles".  Amnesty International calls for this working group to expand its focus to include all women at risk.
The vigil in Lethbridge begins at 7:00 p.m. at Galt Gardens on October 4th, 2008.

The Stolen Sisters Report is available at:

http://www.amnesty.ca/campaigns/sisters_overview.php
For more information, or to schedule an interview, contact Mary Kosta at 403-327-8196 or Jacinda Weiss at 403-320-7699.
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